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Premier Wheatley,
British Virgin Islands

08 June 2022

Dear Premier,

Thank you for your letter of 1 June and the proposed framework for implementation
of the Commission of Inquiry (COI) Report recommendations and other reforms.

As we discussed in May, the COI findings are shocking. The Commissioner has
identified serious impropriety and gross failures of governance by elected officials.
Itis clear that the people of the British Virgin Islands have been badly served across
successive administrations.

The Report makes 48 recommendations to address underlying issues including
urgent reforms, investigations and medium-term measures. Together, these will go
a long way to delivering the deep change which | believe the people of the BVI
desire and deserve. But, as you have acknowledged, they will not be enough in
themselves, with successful reform requiring further measures. So | am pleased
that your framework includes swift and full implementation of both the 48
recommendations and also a set of commitments beyond these.

This framework therefore represents a strong implementation plan with a strict and
comprehensive set of milestones that need to be met. If they are, it will help to
protect against corruption and ensure the return of good governance-

As this is the case, the UK Government will not immediately implement the COI’s
49" recommendation, for the temporary suspension of those parts of the
Constitution by which areas of government are assigned to elected representatives,
and the assumption of related powers by the Governor. It will instead look to the
implementation of your framework, with appropriate Governor and UK support, to
deliver the reforms which are needed.



However, the UK Government is clear that change must happen in the interests of
-.the people of the BV} —-and it must happen swiftly. If implementation of the
framework is delayed or frustrated, if commitments are not met or if there are other
governance-related developments, then the UK Government will take action to
protect these interests.

It will bethe Governcr's responsibility to assess whether or not the targets and
commitments in your implementation plan have been met each quarter and
whether any delay is reasonable. You have said that reform is the highest priority
for your government, and so | would expect there to be few, if any, legitimate

~ - reasons for delay. If the Governor deems that a target or commitment has not been

met,; the Governor wili refer the issue to the UK Government who will then decide
on what further action to take.

This may require the swift implementation of the final Report recommendation, the
introduction of a temporary Governor-led administration. In order to be able to do
so, the UK Government has submitted to the Privy Council an Order in Council that
would allow this administration to be introduced. The Order will be laid in
Parliament, but not immediately be brought in force. Should it prove necessary to
do so, the Governor will be instructed to make a proclamation in the BVI Gazette
appointing a day that the Order will come into force.

As | heard for myself during my recent visit following publication of the COI Report,
the people of the BVI want and deserve change and have made their desire for better
governance clear. We want to support the new government in making this change
and allow them the opportunity to reform. The Order in Council will provide the
people of the BVI with complete assurance that change will happen. | look forward
to discussing progress in due course.

| understand that you will be publishing the framework in due course. | am content
for this letter to be published alongside it.

Yours sincerely,

Rt Hon Amanda Milling MP
Minister of State for Asia and the Middle East



