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messaGe From the Government

The Government of the Virgin Islands 
continues to push forward with its 

manifesto, now the Legislative Agenda, 
commitment to “Restoring Hope and 
Prosperity for All”.  
 
It recognised the importance of addressing 
matters of governance and transparency to 
enhance the Islands’ standing in business 
and trade, important factors in attracting 
investment for the rebuilding of the Islands 
following Hurricane Irma and the continued 
empowerment of its citizens.  To address 
issues of good governance over the last two 
years your Government has:
 
•	 Passed in total 16 pieces of legislation to 

support greater transparency and address 
issues of compliance in the BVIl.

•	 Particularly focused on greater 
accountability and tracing of assets, 
through the implementation of the 
Economic Substance Act, 2019 and 
Beneficial Ownership Secure Search 
System (“BOSSs”).

•	 Been working to strengthen anti-money 
laundering legislation and prevent 
transnational crime. The Asset Seizure 
and Forfeiture Act, enables the restraining 
and seizing of proceeds of crime, further 
strengthening the legislative framework 
for the Financial Services industry and 
other areas.

•	 Passed BVI Business Companies 
(Amendment) Act, 2019 and Securities 
and Investment Business (Amendment) 
Act, 2019 which ensure accounting of 

registered businesses in BVI and bring the 
code of conduct for registered businesses 
and directors in-line with the European 
Union.

Despite the significant impact of the 
pandemic and a natural curtailment of 
activity, the Government has demonstrated 
its commitment to continuing with its original 
plans and has since succeeded in:
 
•	 Drafting an Integrity in Public Life Act 

and Code of Conduct for Public Officials 
which is before Cabinet, and soon the 
House of Assembly.

•	 Tabling a new Procurement Act to 
further strengthen accountability and 
transparency in public procurement, as 
well as bringing forward Whistleblower 
Legislation, in recognition of its 
importance in creating a culture of 
responsible information sharing.

 
•	 Taking the Police Act to the public for 

consultation before a second reading in 
the House of Assembly and affirming a 
continued commitment to strengthening 
independent institutions.

 
We set ambitious targets in our Manifesto, 
but can look back on the last two years with 
satisfaction and a great sense of achievement, 
having enacted an agenda of legislative 
reform to address the important issue of 
good governance in the Virgin Islands. 

We understand that creating a bedrock of 
strong legislation is the means to attract and 
enhance business and trade in the Virgin 
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messaGe From Government continued

Honourable Andrew A. Fahie 
Premier, Minister of Finance and  
First District Representative

Dr. the Honourable Natalio D. Wheatley,  
Deputy Premier, Minister for Education, Culture, 
Youth Affairs, Fisheries and Agriculture and  
Seventh District Representative

Honourable Kye M. Rymer 
Minister for Transportation, Works and Utilities 
and Fifth District Representative

Honourable Vincent O. Wheatley 
Minister for Natural Resources, Labour 
and Immigration and  
Ninth District Representative

Honourable Carvin Malone  
Minister for Health and Social Development and 
Territorial At-Large Representative

Honourable Sharie B. de Castro 
Junior Minister for Tourism and  
Territorial At-Large Representative

Honourable Shereen D. Flax-Charles 
Junior Minister for Trade and Economic 
Development and  
Territorial At-Large Representative

Honourable Neville A. Smith  
Deputy Speaker of the House of Assembly and  
Territorial At-Large Representative

Honourable Alvera Maduro-Caines 
Sixth District Representative

Islands, which in turn will enable us to address 
many of the issues that we are passionate 
about, such as developing our infrastructure; 
investing in education and enabling our 
citizens to gain the skills to create a more 

diversified and greener economy; and 
protecting the health of our people and our 
natural resources.

Do enjoy this edition of BVILOVE. 
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The British Virgin Islands (BVI) has welcomed CARICOM 
interest in the Commission of Inquiry (COI) currently taking 
place in the Territory, highlighted in the communiqué 
of the recently concluded 32nd Intersessional Meeting 
of the Conference of the Heads of Government of the 
Caribbean Community on February 24 and 25.

According to the communiqué, “The Heads of Government 
are dismayed at the manner in which the COI was 
established with no consultation, or prior communication, 
between the United Kingdom Government and the duly-
elected Government of the British Virgin Islands.”

Bvi welcomes caricom interest in 
commission oF inquirY

SCAN ME

Deputy Premier and Minister of Education, Culture, Youth 
Affairs, Agriculture and Fisheries Honourable Natalio D. 
Wheatley attended the meeting on behalf of Premier and 
Minister of Finance Honourable Andrew A. Fahie.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-welcomes-caricom-
interest-commission-inquiry
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The Emergency Medical Service (EMS) in the BVI is 
undergoing development to reflect rapid changes 
in healthcare delivery with the goal of providing 
advanced medical care at the scene and during 
transport to definitive care. 

Thirteen students are currently enrolled in the 
11-month blended EMT training programme 
designed by Mr. Rodney Brathwaite and EMS 
Medical Director, Dr. Domnick Frazer.  The course 
is comprised of lectures, research and online 
discussion forums. In addition to online sessions, 
students also take part in simulation lab sessions 
as well as clinical rotations in the hospital and on 
the ambulance.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/emergency-
medical-services-advancing-serve-you-better

emerGencY medical services 
advancinG to serve You Better
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Beach-goers to Long Bay Beach, Beef Island now 
have access to completed restrooms.

Minister for Natural Resources, Labour and 
Immigration Honourable Vincent Wheatley said he 
was pleased with the completion of the facilities 
and mentioned that this is one of many that will be 
developed on beaches across the Territory.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/restrooms-long-
bay-beef-island-ready-public-use

SCAN ME

restrooms at lonG BaY, BeeF island 
readY For PuBlic use
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SCAN ME

contriBution BY Premier Fahie  
on reGister oF interest (amendment) act

limited circumstances, this House should have exclusive 
cognisance of all matters connected with the Register.

Matters connected with the accuracy of Members’ 
declarations, and judgments about whether a declaration 
should have been made, are for this House and its committee 
to consider and decide.

This principle cannot be waived or set aside save by this 
Honourable House.

Therefore, the Government proposes to put beyond doubt 
the ability of the Commissioner to gain access to the Register 
and to inquire into these matters.

HOUSE  OF ASSEMBLY

VIRGIN ISLANDS

Mr. Speaker, I rise to second this motion. Mr. Speaker, it is 
a very important one that the Attorney General has brought 
forward. This Government in its wisdom has brought to the 
table, as one of the actions that we as a Government would 
like to move forward with, in the spirit of cooperation and 
transparency.

Mr. Speaker, the Attorney General has set out very clearly the 
reasons for this Bill and the Government policy that informs its 
purpose.

The Government’s policy is to support and facilitate the work 
of the Commissioner of Inquiry. 

The Commissioner has requested each Member of this House 
to consent to him having access to that part of the Register of 
Interests that records the declarations of that Member, but the 
Register of Interests Act does not permit access to the Register 
in those circumstances.

It allows access to the Register, other than to Members of this 
House, only for the purposes of a criminal investigation or a 
court order. But let me make it clear Mr. Speaker, there is no 
criminal investigation, and the Commission of Inquiry is not a 
court.

Therefore, the Registrar has no power to grant the request 
even with the consent of a Member.

Furthermore, the Register is not a public Register.  The House 
decided in passing the original Act in 2006 that, save in those 

It is the Government’s view that it is in the best interest of 
the Virgin Islands for the Commissioner’s requests to be 
complied with voluntarily and to avoid the necessity for the 
Commissioner to issue summonses, if possible.

It also wishes to avoid the risk of inconsistent interpretations 
of the Register of Interests Act among Members and potential 
litigation that might impede the Inquiry.

We must be vigilant to protect the reputation of the Virgin 
Islands.

We must not gratify those who hope we will shrink from the 
gaze of this Inquiry.

We must show that the Virgin Islands is not afraid of fair, 
impartial and transparent scrutiny and that we ourselves are 
committed to transparency 
and good governance, as 
is evident today through 
the suite of legislation 
that has been brought to 
this Honourable House 
including, but not limited 
to the Whistle-blower 
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SCAN ME

contriBution BY Premier Fahie on 
reGister oF interest (amendment) act continued

Legislation and the Contractor General Legislation, with many more of the good governance legislation to come.

But by this Bill, that is in question today, and the Government’s commitment to support the Inquiry’s work, we help to demonstrate 
exactly that.

We have set up a Unit, led by distinguished international Counsel, reporting to and acting under the direction of the Attorney 
General, to ensure that proper and accountable standards are upheld in the Government’s cooperation with the Inquiry and 
that the Government makes a full and constructive contribution to its processes.

Nothing could be more important to the welfare of these Virgin Islands than that the Inquiry reaches sound conclusions that are 
seen to be based on a fair and balanced process, that there is no area that is off-limits to its scrutiny and that no justification 
can be made for a charge that its work was deliberately impeded.

We look forward to the Commissioner’s work in examining the matters he has been set, both those that are under ministerial 
control and those that are not.

This Bill evidences the Government’s commitment in good faith, and I repeat that in good faith, to that end and I commend it 

Please click on banner above or scan the QR code

to this Honourable House.

Mr. Speaker, I say thank you and I second the motion.

For more information, please click on the link below or scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/contribution-premier-and-minister-finance-
honourable-andrew-fahie-during-register SCAN ME
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Minister for Health and Social Development 
Honourable Carvin Malone applauded women’s 
contribution to the health and social response to 
COVID-19 in the British Virgin Islands. 

Honourable Malone in a presentation at the UN 
ECLAC’s 60th Meeting of the Presiding Officers 
of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin 
America and the Caribbean said, “Throughout the 
pandemic we have done everything in our power 
to ensure these brave women have the personal 
protective equipment (PPE) needed to safely do 
their jobs.”

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-health-
minister-applauds-women-covid-19-response-
un-eclac-meeting

SCAN ME

women in covid-19 resPonse 
aPPlauded at reGional meetinG
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arrival oF astraZeneca vaccine 
From dominica

The Government of Dominica granted the 
Government of the Virgin Islands 2,000 
doses of AstraZeneca vaccine for immediate 
distribution.

The Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS) negotiated the grant on behalf of the 
BVI and as a result the vaccination rollout 
programme led by the Ministry of Health was  
able to move forward uninterrupted.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below 
or scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
minister-health-and-social-development-
honourable-carvin-malone-arrival

SCAN ME10
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The Atlas was the brainchild of Mr. Bertrand Lettsome 
and its development began in 2002 through 
an initial grant from the UK Overseas Territories 
Environment Programme (OTEP). The National 
Parks Trust of the Virgin Islands collaborated with 
39 local, regional and international experts to 
create this very valuable resource.

The National Parks Trust of the Virgin Islands 
(NPTVI) received a second injection of funding 
from the Governor’s Office in 2020 in order to get 
the publication done. 

The Atlas is available! Up until this point, the 
teaching of geography and the environment in BVI 
Schools has relied upon the use of regional and 
international atlases. We now have our own and 
can share with the world our unique features.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
honourable-vincent-o-wheatley-minister-
natural-resources-labour-immigration

SCAN ME

Bvi environment atlas 
now availaBle
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The Office of Gender Affairs recognised women on 
the frontlines working daily during the COVID-19 
pandemic in celebration of International Women’s 
Day.

Gender Coordinator Ms. Tara Sue Morgan 
explained that the 30 honourees were selected 
by their supervisors for having gone beyond the 
call of duty in the field of service and it was best 
to recognise them especially on International 
Women’s Day in keeping with the United Nations 
theme, “Women achieving an equal future in a 
COVID-19 world”.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or 
scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/office-gender-
affairs-celebrates-women-frontlines

SCAN ME

oFFice oF Gender aFFairs celeBrates women 
on the Frontlines
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Mister Speaker, over the last year my Ministry, the Department of Labour & Workforce Development 
and the Immigration Department have continuously banded together to make the necessary 
adjustments needed to accommodate legal work in this Territory during the Pandemic. 

We have made many adjustments to procedures, policies, and even legislation to accommodate 
the varying needs of our people. Mister Speaker, the issue of lay-offs and payment of severance is 
one that is burdensome to say the least, as we straddle the thin line of economic sustainability and 
humane practices for workers. I want the public to know that we are cognisant of all possibilities 
surrounding the payment of severance.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-honourable-vincent-o-wheatley-minister-
natural-resources-labour-immigration-0

SCAN ME

extension oF laY-oFF Period 
comes to an end

Minister for Natural Resources, Labour and 
Immigration Honourable Vincent O. Wheatley 
stated that the lay-off period for employees was 
over and that their severance compensation was 
due.

In his statement titled, ‘Extension of the Lay-
Off Period Comes To An End And Severance 
Pay Is Due’, Minister Wheatley empathised with 
the people of the Territory and mentioned the 
difficulties his ministry and the Immigration and 
Labour departments faced while straddling the 
thin line of economic sustainability and humane 
practices for workers.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/employee-lay-
period-over-severance-pay-due

SCAN ME
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The National Parks Trust in collaboration with the Ministry of Natural Resources, Labour and Immigration, 
Unite BVI, the Governor’s Office, and the local dive operators have been tackling the Stony Coral Tissue 
Loss Disease (SCTLD). Efforts will continue until the end of March 2021. Aggressive treatment of the disease 
for some areas has allowed the slow or partial recovery of some affected species. Unfortunately, some 
species are more susceptible than others. As a result some corals have died. In addition to the aggressive 
treatment of affected corals, several cartoon scripts have been developed and released as part of the 
education component of this project. 

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-honourable-vincent-o-wheatley-minister-natural-
resources-labour-immigration-1

SCAN ME

uPdate on the stonY coral tissue 
loss disease
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The Virgin Islands Youth Parliament (VIYP) held its 
First Sitting in March following a series of training 
sessions, preparatory meetings, a relaunching 
ceremony and the appointment of a secretariat.

The Premier of the Virgin Islands Youth Parliament 
Mr. Kevin Fahie moved the following motion:
WHEREAS, noting that the United Kingdom 
the administering power for the time being, 
has articulated a desire to enter into a modern 
partnership with the Virgin Islands based on the 
principles of mutual respect and self-determination;
NOWTHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Virgin 
Islands Youth Parliament tell the people of the 
Virgin Islands why it’s now critical to answer the 
question, “Should the Virgin Islands move to self-
determination?”

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or 
scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/pathway-set-
first-sitting-virgin-islands-youth-parliament

SCAN ME

First sittinG oF the virGin islands Youth 
Parliament
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Minister for Education, Culture, Youth Affairs, 
Fisheries and Agriculture, Dr. the Honourable 
Natalio D. Wheatley appointed new members to 
the Education Advisory Board following Cabinet’s 
approval and acting in accordance with Section 3 
of the Education Act, 2004.

Honourable Wheatley said, “It is my hope that 
the Education Advisory Board will catalyse the 
collaboration necessary among all stakeholders to 
catapult the education system to the next level.”

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/education-
advisory-board-receives-new-members

SCAN ME

education advisorY Board 
receives new memBers
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The Healthy Schools Programme is a joint venture 
of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Youth Affairs, 
Fisheries and Agriculture and the Ministry of Health 
and Social Development. Since this programme 
is a school-based intervention, the Ministry of 
Education has taken the primary role. 

There is mounting evidence that also shows 
that age-appropriate, regular physical activity 
contributes to children’s health and well-being. 
Good nutrition and physical activity contribute 
to the health of children, but there is also strong 
evidence that they contribute to the support of 
children’s academic performance. 

Ms. Patrice Maduro, Public Health Nutritionist in the 
Public Health Unit serves as the Ministry of Health’s 
new liaison officer to support this programme.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or 
scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
honourable-carvin-malone-healthy-schools-
programme-relaunch

SCAN ME

healthY schools ProGramme relaunch
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The first ever Caribbean Unity Weekend which 
saw the coming together of Virgin Islanders and 
Caribbean nationalities was called a resounding 
success. 

The three day event said to be a vision of Deputy 
Premier and Minister for Education, Culture, 
Youth Affairs, Fisheries and Agriculture, Dr. the 
Honourable Natalio D. Wheatley was sponsored 
by his ministry and organised by the Caribbean 
Unity Planning Committee. 

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or 
scan the QR code

http://www.bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/first-ever-
caribbean-unity-weekend-called-success

SCAN ME

First ever cariBBean unitY weekend 
called a success
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The BVI as a maritime nation is authorised via 
international maritime conventions extended 
to us by the United Kingdom (UK). Before the 
conventions can be extended the UK verifies that 
BVI has the legislation and administration in place 
to execute those conventions.

This is where the Virgin Islands Shipping Registry 
fits in - the Maritime Administration of the Virgin 
Islands and therefore directly responsible for most 
matters of maritime safety and navigation.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or 
scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
premier-and-minister-finance-honourable-
andrew-fahie-virgin-islands-shipping

SCAN ME

virGin islands shiPPinG reGistrY
iso:9001 certiFication/iii code audit uPdate 
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Her Majesty’s Customs’ is the recipient of a new 
vessel to strengthen its capabilities in protecting the 
borders of the Virgin Islands.

The vessel ‘Searcher’ is said to be a well-outfitted 
39 foot grey and black high-speed interceptor 
Midnight Express and is the fourth of its kind 
purchased by the Government of the Virgin Islands.
Premier and Minister of Finance, Honourable 
Andrew A. Fahie stated that the Government 
continues “to build the capacity of the Virgin Islands 
and continuously strengthen local resources; 
adding to the physical resources as well as training 
of staff.”

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or 
scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/searcher-
enhance-bvi-s-border-protection

SCAN ME

“searcher” to enhance Bvi’s 
Border Protection
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The British Virgin Islands (BVI) updated the 
Association of Caribbean States (ACS) on the 
rollout of the Government’s COVID-19 vaccination 
programme at the regional organisation’s 
Inaugural Meeting of the ACS Multi-Stakeholder 
Task Force on COVID-19 held virtually in March. 

Director of the International Affairs Secretariat, 
Ms. Najan Christopher, represented the Territory 
on behalf of the Minister for Health and Social 
Development Honourable Carvin Malone, and 
told the regional body 15% of our population has 
been vaccinated. She said that it is anticipated that 
the Territory would have passed the 70% threshold 
within the next two months.

Ms. Christopher said, “We have generously 
received shipments of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 
vaccine from the UK Government and also from 
the Commonwealth of Dominica. We are grateful 
to both. We are also procuring additional doses 
under the COVAX facility.”

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-updates-
covid-19-vaccination-drive-regional-meeting

SCAN ME

Bvi uPdates on covid-19 vaccination 
drive at reGional meetinG
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Premier and Minister of Finance, Honourable 
Andrew A. Fahie was hailed by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (UN ECLAC) and regional partners 
in March for the British Virgin Islands’ steadfast 
international leadership and for spearheading 
the first ever High-Level Meeting of the Associate 
Member Countries of ECLAC on sustainable 
development. 

Premier Fahie said the Associate Members of 
ECLAC as a special group of primarily Small 
Island Developing States in the Caribbean are 
making genuine efforts to achieve sustainable 
development.

For more information, please click on the 
link below or scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/premier-s-
international-leadership-hailed-un-eclac-
meeting

SCAN ME

Premier’s international leadershiP 
hailed at un eclac meetinG
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The British Virgin Islands has received the second 
shipment of 12,000 doses of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine from the United Kingdom on March 17 
which brings a total of 20,000 doses received from 
the United Kingdom in addition to the 2,000 doses 
from Dominica to aid in the Territory’s COVID-19 
response.

Health Minister Honourable Malone expressed 
gratitude to the Governemnt of the UK for its 
continued support and to the 6,511 persons who 
received the first dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine 
as of March 16. 
 

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-receives-
second-shipment-covid-19-vaccines

Bvi receives second shiPment oF 
covid-19 vaccines
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Premier and Minister of Finance Honourable 
Andrew A. Fahie came together with His 
Excellency the Governor John J. Rankin CMG and 
Commissioner of Police Mr. Michael Matthews to 
condemn all forms of violence in the Territory. The 
leaders’ shared the message that safety and security 
are vital for the continued success and peace of 
the Territory and that the Virgin Islands community 
must join together to fight all criminal activity. 

For more information, please click on the 
link or icon below or scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/premier-fahie-
statement-joint-press-conference-addressing-
matters-relating-crime-and

aPPeal For unitY aGainst crime

SCAN ME
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Virgin Gorda business owners attended a public 
meeting on March 18 at the Village Café at 6:00 
p.m. to discuss matters concerning their community.

Present at the meeting were Minister for Natural 
Resources, Labour and Immigration, Honourable 
Vincent O. Wheatley; Minister for Health and Social 
Development, Honourable Carvin Malone;  Junior 
Minister for Trade and Economic Development 
Honourable, Shereen D. Flax-Charles; Deputy 
Speaker of the House of Assembly, Honourable 
Neville A. Smith and Director of Operations from 
BVI Ports Authority, Mr. Dean Fahie. 

For more information, please click on the 
link or icon below or scan the QR code

ht tp : / /www.bv i . gov. vg /med i a - c ent re /
government-meet-business-owners-virgin-
gorda

Government to meet with Business 
owners on virGin Gorda
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meditech health inFormation sYstem  
to Go live

The BVI Health Services Authority is alerting the 
public that their Meditech Health Information 
System software will be going live between March 
31 and April 9.

This period of time will allow for the automation 
of processes which will improve the delivery and 
management of our services. 

For more information, please click on the 
link or icon below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/meditech-
health-information-system-go-live
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The British Virgin Islands Ports Authority (BVIPA) engaged in an inter-agency simulation exercise 
comprised of the Immigration Department, HM Customs,  Health Authorities, BVI Tourist Board and 
Ferry Operators. This was part of the preparation for the reopening of the Road Town Seaport to 
International Ferry Passenger traffic on April 15, 2021.

For more information, please click on the link below or scan the QR code

http://www.bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/road-town-jetty-international-ferry-passenger-
simulation-exercise

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/reopening-seaports-road-town-jetty-international-ferry-
operations

reoPeninG oF road town JettY to 
international FerrY PassenGers

SCAN ME
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The reopening of the cruise port has been announced for June with approval from the Government 
of the Virgin Islands for cruise vessels with fully vaccinated passengers and crew. The BVI Ports 
Authority and the Cyril B. Romney Tortola Pier Park teams will be working diligently with the Ministry 
of Health and Social Development, BVI Tourist Board, Local Cruise Agents, and the Cruise Lines 
desiring to call to ensure a healthy return to cruising for the Territory.  

For more information, please click on the link below or scan the QR code
http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvipa-announces-reopening-cruise-pier

SCAN ME
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28

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvipa-announces-reopening-cruise-pier


The Government of the Virgin Islands is hosting a series of public 
meetings on the proposed Trade Legislation: the Business Licencing Act, 
2020 and Virgin Islands Investment Act, 2020. 

The discussion is led by Junior Minister for Trade and Economic 
Development, Honourable Shereen Flax-Charles who will detail the 
contents of the proposed Acts and the shared economic benefits to be 
derived from the Trade Commission.

For more information,  please click on the link below or scan 
the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/public-consultation-trade-
legislation-starts-tuesday

SCAN ME

PuBlic consultation on trade 
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local law Firm adoPts enis adams 
PrimarY school

SCAN ME

Local law firm Kobre & Kim (BVI) LP has joined the Adopt-A-School 
fraternity and is the new parent of the Enis Adams Primary School.

The law firm has committed $50,000 to the school and joins Carey 
Olsen, Digicel, Harney’s, Ogier, Rotary Clubs of Tortola and Road Town 
and most recently Belmont Community as fellow sponsors through the 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Youth Affairs, Fisheries and Agriculture’s 
Adopt-A-School Programme.

For more information,  please click on the link below or scan 
the QR code

http://www.bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/local-law-firm-adopts-enis-
adams-primary-school
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charters receive 50 Percent 
redution in licencinG Fees

Charter boat owners and charter 
companies are notified that the 
Government of the Virgin Islands 
has decided that outstanding 
licencing fees since November 1, 
2020 are now due to be paid by 
April 15 at a reduction of 50%.

For more information,  
please click on the link 
below or scan the QR code

https : / /bvi .gov.vg/media-
centre/charters-receive-50-
percent-reduction-licencing-
fees

SCAN ME
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Government allows warm laY-uP 
oF cruise shiPs

The Government of the Virgin Islands approved for cruise business to 
be able to continue via what is known as a technical call or warm lay-
up wherein the vessel does not have any passengers on board, and it 
will be berthed exclusively to refuel, take on provisions, spare parts and 
other services. No crew members will be allowed to disembark from the 
vessel, and no attendance on board the vessel from shore based staff 
will be permitted during its stay in the BVI.

For more information,  please click on the link below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-ports-authority-announces-
warm-lay-royal-caribbean-group
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Your Government workinG For You -
distriBution lines installed at Paraquita BaY

We continue to thank the people of the Virgin Islands for giving us the 
opportunity to serve you in every district— from one to nine. We are 
working diligently to fix many of the problems that have been around 
for a very long time. Thanks to the collaborative efforts of the Minister 
for Agriculture and the Minister for Transportation Works and Utilities 
along with the hardworking, professionals at the Water & Sewerage 
Department for ensuring that new distribution lines are now being 
installed at Paraquita Bay. This project has been promised for years, 
but never materialised until now. Farmers will soon have a reliable and 
steady supply of water. Another Promise made and Promise kept. A 
Promise Delivered with BVILOVE.
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Your Government workinG For You - 
ParkinG lot adJacent Pusser’s in road town

As works continue to improve the parking lot adjacent Pusser’s in Road 
Town, we wish to thank the public for its patience and understanding 
during this inconvenience. 

These works started last weekend and entails digging out the failed 
areas, compacting those areas with new fill material, and now 
overlaying of asphalt for a new surface.

Users of the parking lot will now have a most smooth surface devoid  of 
holes, dips and puddles to comfortably utilise in BVILOVE. We continue 
to thank the people of the Virgin Islands for giving us the opportunity 
to serve you in every district --- from one to nine. We’re in this together.
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talks with reGional leaders on exPerience 
oF education sector’s covid-19 resPonse

Premier and Minister of Finance and Minister for Education 
Honourable Wheatley were pleased to join our colleagues 
across the region for the Caribbean Safe School Initiative Pre-
Ministerial Forum.

We were pleased to share a panel with MP Minister of 
Education, Youth and Information Honourable Fayval Williams 
and the meeting chair Vice President-Operations of the 
Caribbean Development Bank Mr. Isaac Solomon.

We discussed the need for coordinating policies and actions 
for prevention and mitigation aiming to build education sector 
resilience, as well as the collaborative approach in addressing 
and managing the systemic nature of risks.

This year’s forum, titled Regional Review on School Safety in 
the context of Systemic Risk focused on leaders reviewing the 
experiences of the Education Sector’s COVID-19 response 
and recovery prior to and during the 2020 Hurricane Season.

This forum has been organised through a collaborative effort 
between the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
– Regional Office for the Americas and the Caribbean (UNDRR 
ROAC), Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency 
(CDEMA), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Office (UNESCO) in Latin America and the Caribbean, United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNCEF) and the Governments of St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines and St. Martin.
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education uPdate lent term

Mister Speaker, I thank you for the opportunity to share with this 
Honourable House and the entire community updates on the progress 
in schools since the start of the 2020/2021 school year and into the 
second term.  We have been doing our utmost to have the schools 
function as close to normal as possible, so we have been encouraging 
a return to a series of our annual calendar of events. 

Mister Speaker, all schools have been observing the COVID-19 
protocols established by the Ministry of Health and approved by 
Cabinet, such as having extra wash stations for the washing of hands 
and classrooms equipped with sanitisation stations for students.  The six 
feet social distancing guidelines are in place in all schools. Classes are 
conducted on all campuses utilising the phased approach.  Except in 
the cases of schools with small numbers, such as Ivan Dawson, Claudia 
Creque and Jost Van Dyke Primary, where all students attend classes 
daily on campus, schools implemented the hybrid/blended learning 
approach for students to receive some in-class as well as online 
instruction throughout the week.  For many schools, a shift system is in 
place to ensure that all students have some form of in-class sessions. 

For more information,  please click on the link below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-dr-honourable-natalio-
d-wheatley-education-update-lent-term
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uPdate on the virGin islands shiPPinG 
reGistrY

Mr. Speaker, I now wish to update this Honourable 
House on what is happening at the Virgin Islands 
Shipping Registry as it marks the transformational 
period for shipping in the Virgin Islands.

A moment that we are using to celebrate all our 
accomplishments in transforming our industry 
towards international standards; while appreciating 
that there is much more to do to attract tonnage 
and boost the economy.

For more information,  please click on the 
link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
premier-and-minister-finance-honourable-
andrew-fahie-virgin-islands-shipping
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Your Government workinG For You in 2021

Mr. Speaker, on 25 February, 2019, the people of the Virgin Islands 
went to the polls in peaceful, free and fair elections and elected a new 
Government.

Their decision in that democratic process afforded me the honour of 
serving as the Premier of these beautiful Virgin Islands, and for the 
members of my team to be appointed as Ministers and Junior Ministers 
in the Government of the Virgin Islands.

It goes without saying that the people’s expectations of their Government 
includes efficient, effective and proactive Governance, the prudent 
management of the resources of the Virgin Islands, and responsible 
decision-making that safeguards and promotes the welfare of the 
people of the Virgin Islands.

Mr. Speaker, there is also an expectation, as well as a commitment from 
your Government, to be transparent in public affairs and accountable 
for our stewardship.

For more information,  please click on the link below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-premier-and-minister-
finance-honuouable-andrew-fahie-your-government-working
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uPdate on the aGriculture and Fisheries 
sectors

In January, we held a meeting with our fishers and farmers and a 
combined total of over 200 fishers and farmers were in attendance. 
Mr Speaker, it was truly heartening to see our people turn out in these 
numbers and express such passion and commitment to these sectors. 
Many persons have “returned to the ground” and there is a vibrant 
community of backyard gardeners across the Territory. People are 
searching for land to undertake farming on a larger scale, and there 
is a renewed interest in our fishing industry, especially among younger 
persons. Mr Speaker, we have to harness this momentum and provide 
solid and sustained support for these sectors. 

For more information,  please click on the link below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/dr-honourable-natalio-d-
wheatley-update-agriculture-and-fisheries-sectors
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Premier and Minister of Finance, Honourable Andrew A. Fahie attended 
a virtual meeting on March 15 at the Fourth Meeting of the Forum of 
the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean and on March 16 
the High-Level Meeting on the Challenges of the Associate Members 
of ECLAC in the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

SCAN ME

honouraBle andrew a. Fahie at 
hiGh-level eclac meetinGs

For more information,  please click on the link below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/intervention-panel-building-
forward-better-caribbean-post-covid-19-critical-issues-keep
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https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/closing-remarks-premier-and-
minister-finance-honourable-andrew-fahie-high-level-meeting

http://www.bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-intervention-
honourable-andrew-fahie-high-level-meeting-challenges-associate
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the saFe resumPtion oF the marine industrY

I am pleased to say that the BVI Ports Authority (BVIPA) and partnering 
agencies have been getting ready to reopen to International Ferry 
Transportation at the Road Town Jetty on 15th April, 2021, adhering to 
all established health protocols for COVID-19.

My people, we must keep moving forward and as we continue to 
successfully rollout and vaccinate more persons in our community, we 
can enable the different sectors of Tourism to safely resume.  It is time 
to further open our borders to allow the entry of more of our marine 
sector.

For more information,  please click on the link below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-premier-and-minister-
finance-honourable-andrew-fahie-safe-resumption-marine
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